                  PREVENTING CAR PROWLS

Vehicle related crimes such as car prowl and theft occur frequently in most Seattle neighborhoods.  Areas dense in population with limited off street parking have the highest levels of car prowl.  Apartments or condos with underground “security” parking are often targeted as well.  

Those who commit these crimes are usually young males who work alone, in pairs, or in a group.  Even when caught, they face minimal legal consequences.  

The best defense is to take precautions and be consistent in your habits.  Even so there are no guaranteed methods of prevention.  The following are things you can do to cut down on your risk:

· The most important thing you can do to discourage car prowl is to learn to leave your car completely empty of all possessions.  

· Even items that you know have little or no monetary value to others, like gym clothes or paperwork from the office can still appear inviting to a thief.  Consider the loss to you as well as the damage to your car.

· Car prowls in which nothing is taken, or to empty appearing cars have become more common because so many of us try to “hide” items under the seat, in the glove box, in the trunk etc. instead of removing them.
· It is not uncommon for the damage done to a vehicle to exceed the value of the things that are taken.  It may not seem logical to you, but a thief will readily break a window or force a door lock to get your spare change.  Again, removing all property is the only solution.

· Many people assume that new or luxury models are the cars most likely to be prowled or stolen.  In most cases the preferred targets are older or average cars as they are easier to break into or steal and they are less likely to have alarms.  

· If you have after market stereo equipment, an alarm can be an effective deterrent to car prowl and theft.  Improvements in technology have made car alarms more reliable while cutting down on false trips.  Do your homework and choose the system that best fits your needs.  Remember, even with an alarm you need to leave you car empty of portable possessions.

· Car prowls can occur anytime but it tends to peak in the wee hours.  If you are up in the middle of the night take a moment to look outside.  If you see someone or something suspicious, call 9-1-1.  Maintain a clear line of sight by keeping bushes and trees trimmed and leave your porch light on.

· Know your neighbors and learn what the “normal” patterns of activity are for your block or your building.  If you do see something unusual or out of place you are more likely to follow up on your suspicions.  
· If your car is prowled, make a police report even if it’s just for statistical or insurance purposes.  You can often make the report over the phone on the non-emergency line (625-5011).  Also let your Block Captain or neighbors know about the incident (in an apt. or condo you may consider posting a notice in a common area).  Car prowls often occur in “bunches” over a short period of time.  By spreading the word, others can take preventive measures, be more alert and perhaps additional incidents can be avoided.

If you have additional questions about car prowl or wish to organize a Block Watch in your neighborhood,

                            call Diane Horswill, Seattle Police Dept., Crime Prevention at 684-7711.


